Hi, my name is Luke and I’m the Joetsu RA. I’m from the U.K. and have lived among the rice fields in Yoshikawa for the last three years.

Joetsu is in the south-west of Niigata Prefecture, and borders Nagano to the South and Toyama to the West. Joetsu is predominantly rural, but the urban areas have enough entertainment, shopping and services to provide pretty much everything you need. And if you need a big-city fix once in a while, Nagano, Niigata, Kanazawa and Tokyo are all within easy reach by train. 

Most people will tell you that the regional highlights are the Takada Cherry Blossom Festival in April (one of the most famous in Japan), and the fantastic ski/snowboard resorts dotted around the mountains bordering Nagano Prefecture. However, the region has a lot to offer besides – a beautiful landscape ranging from rice-field plains to mountains; great recreational opportunities, and plenty of local cultural events / festivals. And last but not least… from my experience the local people here are extremely kind, friendly, and very welcoming to foreigners. Which all adds up to being a great place to live - I hope you like it as much as I do!

