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Conversation Classes

Throughout the year, 2 teachers at Tsubame Chuto and I have been trying to get the students comfortable having short, natural conversations with each other in English. The first class was a bit of a struggle, but now we can see dramatic improvement in the students’ English abilities. These classes also force the students to get to know their classmates better while speaking English. Because we want the students to spend most of the class talking to each other, we do not start with a warm-up game.

Before class: 

--Have the JTE explain to the students that they will be having English conversations with each other when the ALT comes. Have the JTE introduce the theme of the conversation such as “What I did over spring vacation” or “What I like to do in my free time”. Have he or she give the students a handout with sample questions they could ask their partners and for homework have the students write down notes about what they want to talk about in class. The students should bring these two things with them to the conversation class.

The first class:

--Talk about the natural order of a conversation. The model we use is:

   1. Greeting 2. Small-talk 3. Introduce the topic 4. How about you? 5. Finish 

Write the model on the black board and some examples. The students will refer to the board throughout the class.

1. Greeting: Hello, Hi…
2. Small talk: How are you? How are classes going? Did you have a good weekend? It’s hot/cold today isn’t it…
3. Introduce the topic: Tell me about your family, What do you like to do in your free time, etc.

4. How about you???: This step is so that both people talk. Explain that one-sided conversations are usually boring for the person asking all the questions.

5. Finish: It was nice talking to you! Well, I gotta run! Talk to you later…
(Try not to take to long to explain these steps because students will start to tune you out.) 
The 5 Ws and 1 H:

Before you start the conversations, tell your students that in order to keep a conversation alive it is helpful to remember the “5 Ws and 1H” or the 6 big question words. To demonstrate this write a simple sentence on the board like “I like to play tennis.” Then have the class brainstorm all the questions you can ask someone after they have said, “I like to play tennis.” For example, 

-Who do you play tennis with?

-What other sports do you play?

-When do you play tennis?

-Where do you play tennis?
-Why do you like tennis?

-How often do you play tennis?

--Have the students practice key phrases together. For example, “What did you do during spring vacation?” or “What do you like to do in your free time?” Do a model conversation with the JTE.
--As soon as you can, have the students start talking to each other one at a time for three minutes. Feel free to rotate the students in whatever way you think would be easiest. The ALT and JTE should walk around the room listening to conversations and helping those who are struggling.  
Follow-up Classes:
-Each time we have done a conversation class after the first class, we always introduce a new conversation strategy at the beginning. Throughout the class, remind the students that they should be thinking about the conversation strategy you talked about. 
