Welcome to Niigata
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How to get to Niigata

1. Shinkansen.  The “Joetsu” line to from Tokyo – 100 minutes.  ¥10,000 (one-way)

2. Niigata Airport.  

International Flights:  Shanghai (3 hrs), Seoul (2 hrs), Harbin, Vladivostock, Khabarovsk, Guam.

            Domestic Flights:  Sapporo, Okinawa, Fukuoka, Osaka, Nagoya, Tokyo.
· Niigata airport is located approximately 10 km’s from the city center.  English signs are well marked from Route 7.  You can also take a bus from the Niigata bus center, approximately 30 minutes.

3. Bus:  Tokyo – Niigata ¥5,000.  

4. Ferry:  international routes to Russia, Taiwan, North and South Korea, and Hong Kong.

5. Car: Niigata is linked by several major expressways, including the Hokuriku, the Ban-Etsu, and the Nihonkai Tohoku Expressways.
Seasons in Niigata

Spring

Cherry blossom viewing:

1. Takada Park – Joetsu city, Motoshiro-cho.  4000 cherry trees, one of the top 3 viewing spots in Japan.  Best time is early to mid April (7)
2. Okuzu Bunsui and Courtesan Procession – the 3rd Sunday of April. (4)
Festivals:

Hina Doll Festival – Murakami city, March 1st – April 3rd (1)
1. Fox Bridal Procession – May 3rd.  Tsugawa, Aga Town.  0254 92-3111 (2)
2. Bull Wrestling – May to November, 2x per month.  Ojiya town and Nagaoka city: Higashiyama Family Land, 0258 46-1504 (6, 5)
Summer
Sea and beaches:

1. Sasagawa Nagare – Kangawa to Hamashinbo, Sanpoku Town (1)
2. Echigo Nanaura (1)
3. Mt. Yahiko  (for the view) (3)
Other:

Marinepia Nihonkai Aquarium, Niigata city.  www.arinepia.or.jp ¥1500, 0252 22-7500 (1)
Teradomari Fish Market.  Teradomari Shioaramachi, Nagaoka.  8:30am-5:00pm (5)
Festivals:

1. Shirone Giant Kite Battle – early June.  Nakanokuchi River Bank, Shirone (3)
2. Gion Kashiwazaki Festival – late July.  (on the main street near Kash. Station) (5)
3. Nagaoka Festival – August 1st – 3rd.  Shinano River under the Chosei Bridge, near Nagaoka Station (5)
4. Niigata Festival – August 7th – 9th.  0252 23-6271 (3)
Sado Island (8)
Island information, ferry timetables, festivals, etc:  http://www.mijintl.com/ 

2007 Earth Celebration information: http://www.kodo.or.jp/ec/index_e.html
* to get to the Sado Island Ferry Port in Niigata city, you can take a bus either from outside the train station (Bandai exit) or from the Bus Station in Bandai.  It will say in English which platform to take the bus from.  This bus is Y180 from the train station and will take you directly to the port (approximately 15 – 20 minutes).  Pay when you get off the bus.

1. Gold Mine – Nishi Mikawa Gold Park, ¥600

2. Sentaku Bay – Glass-bottom boats, ¥1000

3. Tub-Boats – Ogi, ¥450

Fall
1. Lake Okutadami Pleasure Boat – Otori, Yunotaniimogawa, Nonuma City, 40 minutes, ¥1850 (6)
3. Kimura Tea Ceremony and Art Museum (5)
4. Yahiko Shrine – Chrysanthemum Festival, Nov 1 – 24th 
· Valley of Autumn Leaves, www.e-yahiko.com (3)
5. Shirone Grape Garden (3)
6. Iwanohara Vineyard (7)
7. Senami Hot springs, Murakami (1)
8. Tsukioka Hot Springs (1)
9. Agano River boat ride – Ishima, Aga Town, ¥2500, Oku-Aga Pleasure Cruise – starts at Tsunogami Dam, 1 hr. 15min. (2)
Winter
Ski & Snowboarding information: www.snowjapan.com
Lake Hyo-ko – thousands of swans settle here in the wintertime.  Suibara, Agano-shi (2)
Northern Cultural Museum – art museum in Soumi, Niigata-shi (3)
Ichishima Sake brewery – Shibata shi (1)
Festivals:

1. Bridegroom throwing festival (Mukonage/Suminuri Festival) – Tokamachi shi – January 15th (6)
2. Hadaka Oshi-ai (naked pushing) Festival – Minamiuonuma – March 3rd (6)
3. Tokamachi Snow Festival – 3rd Friday of February:  downtown area, Tokamachi shi (6)
4. Lerch Ski Festival – early February – Joetsu shi (7)
