READING
Jon Sharp (Kashiwazaki Shoyo Secondary School)

HOW MANY WORDS DO WE USE? (www.askoxford.com)

It is most useful to count base words or lemmas rather than individual word-forms; for example, climbs, climbing, and climbed are counted as examples of the lemma climb. 
1. Just ten different lemmas (the, be, to, of, and, a, in, that, have, and I) account for a remarkable 25% of all the one billion words used in the Oxford English Corpus. 
2. Similarly, the 100 most common lemmas account for 50% of the corpus, and the 1,000 most common lemmas account for 75%. 
3. But to account for 90% of the corpus you would need a vocabulary of 7,000 lemmas, and to get to 95% the figure would be around 50,000 lemmas.
	Vocabulary size (lemmas)
	% of content in OEC
	Example lemmas

	10
	25%
	the, of, and, to, that, have 

	100
	50%
	from, because, go, me, our, well, way 

	1000
	75%
	girl, win, decide, huge, difficult, series 

	7000
	90%
	tackle, peak, crude, purely, modest 

	50,000
	95%
	saboteur, autocracy, calyx, conformist 

	>1,000,000
	99%
	laggardly, endobenthic, pomological 


If we decide that around 90-95% of the corpus gives a reasonable idea of an average vocabulary: say, 25,000 lemmas. What does a vocabulary of this size represent? It represents the set of most significant words in English including all the words that we actively use in general everyday life.
GUESSING THE MEANING OF WORDS

This question comes from a lecture by Professor Masamichi Mochizuki (望月正道) of Reitaku University. In order to have a good chance of guessing the meaning of an unknown word from context, what percentage of the running words in the text does the reader need to know? (Paul Nation)
(A) 78%
(B) 85%
(C) 95% 
(D) 98% 
	Example – 3 new words in a 66-word-long text 

Many years ago, in a city in Arabia, there was a boy called Aladdin.  He lived with his mother in a little house near the gofim, and they were very zeuh.  Aladdin’s mother worked all day, and sometimes half the night, but Aladdin never helped her.  He was an irox boy and he did not like to work.  He only wanted to play all the time.

(Aladdin and the Enchanted Lamp – p.1)
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CLASSROOM READING ACTIVITIES 

(1) Pre-Reading Activities

The aim of these activities should always be to make the text more comprehensible. These activities should prepare the students for reading the text. They shouldn’t take long and the purpose is so the students don’t start reading the text straightaway. 
Examples of pre-reading activities
· brainstorming the topic – this is a good group activity.

· discussion questionnaire – students discuss questions related to the topic.

· quiz – this can test the students prior knowledge of the topic.

· pictures – using pictures related to the text for discussion / prediction.

· predictions – these can be based on the title, pictures, first line etc.

· ALT and JTE have a discussion based on the topic and ask questions.
(2) In-Reading Activities

The activities during reading should have the aim of encouraging active reading.

Examples of in-reading activities

· Pause and predict – pauses and ask the students what will happen next.

· Cloze / gap filling activities – as the ALT is reading the text aloud.

· Guess meaning – you can ask students to guess the meaning of difficult words and phrases from their context. You can give them options to choose from.

· Text reconstruction – divide the text into sentences and distribute to the students who should put them in order.

· Main points – ask students what they think are the main points of the text.

· Shadowing, overlapping, reading aloud – these can be done with the CD or teacher as the model reader.

· Reading in chunks – get the students to split the text into chunks (see Page 3).
(3) Post-Reading Activities

These activities should first check the students’ comprehension and then lead students into a deeper analysis of the text. They should be focused on pair work or group work. Group discussion will help students focus on area that they don’t understand.

Examples of post-reading activities

· Discussing the text – this can be written or oral.

· Cloze / gap filling activities.

· Text reconstruction – students work in groups and are given the text in sections (paragraphs etc.) and they must race to reconstruct the text.

· Summarising or mapping(see Page 3) – students need to understand the main points

· Preparing charts or diagrams – this is a good check of understanding.

· Quiz – to check the comprehension using many types of question.

· Making questions – this activity allows students to set questions for other students.  This can be done as a group activity.

· Completing a text – depending on the type of text may not be applicable.

· Role-playing – preparing a skit based on the text, for example an interview of the main characters.
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EXAMPLE 1 - Reading in pairs (worksheet)

	Lesson 6 - Smart Guessing 

Part 2
	Lesson 6 - Smart Guessing 

Part 2

	What does this have to do with business or creativity? /

A great deal. / /

In the real world, /

we often have to make decisions /

without having all the information we need. / /

Suppose, for example, you have been asked 

to make a marketing plan / 

for a new kind of telephone. / /

You would like to know 

the number of phone stores in the U.S. / /

Unfortunately, /

You do not have this figure. / /

What do you do? / / 

One solution would be / 

to turn to the Yellow Pages of a large city. / /

You could find the number of stores per 100,000 people

in that city, /

and then you could guess /

how many stores there were in the whole country. / /

The question about phone stores /

is called a Fermi problem, /

named after Enrico Fermi, /

who was a Nobel Prize-winning physicist. / /

Fermi used problems such as this /

to teach his students /

how to think for themselves. / /

A Fermi problem does not contain all the information /

you need to solve it completely. / /

	What does this have to do with business or creativity? /

①おおいにあります(3). / /

In the real world, /

we often have to ②決断を下す(2) /

without having all the information we need. / /

③仮に～だとしよう(1), for example, you have been asked 

to make a marketing plan / 

for a new kind of telephone. / /

You would like to know 

the number of phone stores in the U.S. / /

④あいにく（不運にも）, /

You do not have this ⑤数字(1). / /

What do you do? / / 

One ⑥解決法(1) would be / 

to ⑦にたよる(を調べる) to the Yellow Pages of a large city. / /
You could find the number of stores per 100,000 people

in that city, /

and then you could guess /

how many stores there were in the whole country. / /

The question about phone stores /

is called a Fermi problem, /

⑧～の名にちなんで名づけられた(2) Enrico Fermi, /

who was a Nobel Prize-winning ⑨物理学者(1). / /

Fermi used problems such as this /

to teach his students /

⑩独力で考える方法を(5). / /

A Fermi problem does not contain all the information /

you need to solve it ⑪完全に. / /



EXAMPLE 2

	Mapping

Mapping is a process of reorganizing and rearranging the most important ideas and information and converting it into a diagram with your own words to help you understand and remember what you read.
Criteria for evaluating maps:

· Accuracy of the information
· Completeness
· Visual appeal and clarity.
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 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

There are 4 comprehensions skills in relation to reading:
· Recall or literal recognition - understanding information explicit in the text.
· Inference - using own knowledge to draw conclusions not given explicitly in the text, but by implication.

· Evaluation - the reader judges the content of the text with critical thinking.

· Appreciation - thinking / feeling / emotional response.

Don’t focus on one type of question such as T/F questions. When making questions for a reading activity you should try to cover all of the comprehension skills.  

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

Reading is a great way to motivate your students to improve their English. The main objective of these activities is to get the students to improve their reading ability through reading for enjoyment.

(1) Shoyo SELHi Extensive Reading Program
As part of the SELHi program a lot of English books were put in the classrooms. The students were encouraged to read as much as they wanted. The advice they were given included the following:

· Reading a lot will also help improve your listening, speaking and writing.

· Don’t expect a big improvement too soon.

· Even though you are busy try to read for at least a few minutes every day.

· Start with easier books and read at an appropriate level. 

· If you need to look up a lot of words then change to an easier book.

· Record everything that you read.

· 3 IMPORTANT POINTS 



– Enjoy reading!


– Don’t expect to understand every word.


– Don’t immediately use your dictionary.

· Reading strategy 



– guess the story from the title, pictures, and photographs.


– read with the feelings and emotions of the characters.


– don’t translate every sentence.


– think about the meaning of pronouns and demonstrative pronouns.

(2) Reading Contests

These can be a great way to motivate students to read more.  You can do it a number of ways. Basically you first set a time for the contest, for example a month. You can give the students a stamp or sticker for every page of English they read.  A running scoreboard can be good motivation to keep the students interested and reading.  At the end of the contest you can give out certificates and / or prizes to the winners.
(3) Newsletters / Articles

You can make a newsletter which includes articles about foreign cultures.  Alternatively you can simply print out articles that you think the students would like to read.  These can be based on what the students are studying in their textbooks or not.
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