Intro Ideas

Mary Simmons
Nagaoka City, Oguni Machi Branch Board of Education

Sentence Race

This game works well for reviewing sentences learned through out a chapter or to reinforce a sentence structure just learned. Depending on the genkiness level of the class/atmosphere, you can add a fun twist by playing racing music at the beginning/end/through out. 

1。Divide the class into six teams and have the teams move their desks into clusters. 
2. Tell them we are going to play a new game, sentence race. While you are drawing the diagram below on the board, ask the students to decide an order for their team. If you don`t do this, you may find the same student coming up to get a sentence each time and the same student coming to get the answer checked:

M=magnet
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3. This is a race to the finish. Each team is represented by a different magnet. Try having a few different magnets to make it interesting: flower, picture of yourself/the teacher, cat, rabbit, monkey, guitar, or anything (you can even use popular characters in Japan. Just google them, print them out, cut them and tape them to a magnet) On the teacher`s desk at the front of the room there are 8 different sentences (and 3 copies of the 8 different sentences). They are cut into strips. The sentences are scrambled and there is an extra word in each one. 

Example: classmates are my they a

4. After the JTE/ALT says start, one representative from each team must run up to the desk and take 1 sentence and return to their team with it. They must unscramble it and write down the answer on the answer sheet you provide for them (see below). After doing so, they must come to the JTE/ALT to have the sentence checked. If it is wrong send them back to their teams to correct it. It is up to you whether you give them a hint or not. 

	Team Name: ______________________

1._______________________________________
2._______________________________________

3._______________________________________

4. ._______________________________________

5._______________________________________

6._______________________________________

7._______________________________________

8._______________________________________


Easy way to remember names
You will quickly find that your students remember your name, where you are from, what your car looks like, etc…! But remembering all 300 of their names, is another story.  However, calling students names individually adds a nice personal/touch to any lesson and makes thing move along more quickly if you need to call on students to make teams/answer questions. This activity may help. I recommend this as a short segment in your introductory lesson. If the class is more advanced/ genki you can tell them to write the name they want to be called by.  

Depending on the age/level of the students you may want to put a katakana/hiragana to English poster on the board or give each student a hand-out.
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Then you want to give them a sheet of paper (A-4) size is best, perhaps. You may also want to bring markers to class as many students do not have their own. Have them fold it in three to make a stand up triangle and then have them write their name. For young students/low level you may want to have them write it in pencil and then you and the teacher can check it. If it is ok, let them trace it. Ask them to draw their club activity on the front. You can tell them to put the stickers/stamps (if you choose to give them), they receive in your class on the back of this. It is up to you whether you leave it to them to keep up with it or whether you or the teacher keep it. Personally, I let them keep it and ask them to keep up with it in their textbook. If they don`t display it when I come to class, I give them one reminder, the students who have lost it must stand up and answer a question. If the class is genki, I ask the ones who lost it to join me in a chorus of Happy Birthday or some other simple English song. 

I use this in elementary school too, but we make name necklaces and for the 1st and 2nd graders, the teacher and I write the names before class and then let the students trace them in class. If you do this with elementary school students, an individual hiragana/katakana chart will be necessary. 

Do you like Bingo

This is a simple game that can be used in elementary/junior high/high school, if you adjust the questions. Give each student a Bingo sheet like this:

Do you like~? BINGO!
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kappa sushi

Yes/No
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soccer

Yes/No
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cake

Yes/No
	英語

えいご

English

yes/no
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Negitoro

yes/no
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Dragon Ball

yes/no
	[image: image6.jpg]



Cookies

yes/no
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McDonald`s

yes/no
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Ikura

yes/no
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Baseball

yes/no
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Ice Cream

yes/no
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Monkey(s)
yes/no
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(sea urchin)

yes/no
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Comedy

yes/no
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Chocolate

yes/no
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music

yes/no


Tell them to circle whether they like each picture or not. You can give them a chance to hear the pronunciation by going through and asking each do you like~? for each individual picture. After they have decided, then let them start asking you. Do you like~? If your answer matches their answer, they O the picture. If your answer doesn`t match their answer they X the picture. If they get 4 Os or 4 Xs in a horizontal, vertical, or diagonal line, they yell BINGO! and you can give them a prize. 

You can make it more complicated by asking things like can you? do you? have you? you can make each box a different question, if you choose. This works well in an introduction lesson or even later onto reinforce grammar. 
