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· More local info has been added here, for Maki, Shirone and Sekiya  http://snipurl.com/niigatamap
· Things to see and do
· Sumo
On Friday, August 17, the Japan Sumo Association National Tour is
coming to Niigata-shi. It is an all-day event from 8am-3pm.
A four-person box is 44,000 yen. These are the best seats.
Cheaper seats (for one person) are 8,000 yen, 5,000 yen, or 3,000
yen depending on how close to the action you want to get.
The morning will be contests between lower-level sumo and in the
afternoon will be higher up guys including the yokozunas (!!!!)
Interspersed throughout the day will be drumming performances and
other sumo ceremonial rituals (yes they will do the bow dance
thing).
Contact Errol if you’re interested.
· Yahiko Shrine – Most famous shrine in the prefecture.
· Mt. Yahiko – 2 hr hike to the top.
· Iwamuro & Yahiko Onsen 
· Toyano Lagoon – Thousands of birds stop off during migration
· Local festivals 
· Niigata Festival – August 7th - 9th – Thousands of people dance across Bandai Bridge.
· Maki Festival – June – Parades. Fireworks, footstalls, etc…
· Shirone Kite Fight – Early June - Big Kites battle over the Nakanokuchi River.
· Sea of Japan sunset Concert – August 10th – About 60,000 people come to watch a music concert and the sunset.
· Yahiko Chrysanthemum Festival – Nov. 1st – 24th – Chrysanthemums decorate Yahiko Shrine.
· Festival calendar at: www.nvcb.or.jp/nvcb_e/03/03-02.html 
· Places to eat / shopping

· Station (Foreigner Haunts: Shame, Immigrants, Northern Lights)
· Bandai (Isetan, Billboard Place, Billboard Place II, Love La)
· Furumachi (Mitsukoshi, Next 21)
General Practical Information

· Cheap phone services 
· World Link (although they have put their prices up recently, so it may be worth shopping round)

· Bills: You can pay bills through the:
· Convenience store
· Bank
· Post office
· Automatic payment
· Flights abroad and holidays

· Re-entry Permit – You need a re-entry permit to re-enter Japan. If you don’t have one, you Visa is cancelled when you leave the country. You can get a once off re-entry permit for about 3000Yen or an unlimited permit for about 6000Yen. You can get the permit from the immigration office at the Airport.
· Travel Agents – Iace and HIS are both budget travel agencies that have English speaking call centres.
· Japan or local Travel
· Air – Get cheap flights on the ANA website. The cheap flights are called Tabiwari or Chowari and must be bought about 2 months ahead of time. Check out the website www.ana.co.jp/eng/ 
· Highway bus – Can be caught mainly from bus stops on the express way, the Bandai Bus centre, outside Mitsukoshi in Furumachi, and in front of Niigata Station.
· Shinkansen – your closest stops are TsubameSanjo Station and Niigata Station. 
· Internet 

· Yahoo BB – best option (only available in some areas).
· NTT – The phone company. (A little crappier than Yahoo BB but will do the job. Have to pay 10,000yen for installation).
· Driving – Car rental, buying, & licenses
· Car rental – Mr. Fujita, Amenity Car Shop, in Sanjo. He rents car from 20,000yen per month. This includes everything (full insurance, snow tires, service, tire changes, etc). He speaks English and loads of JETs use him. His number is 090-1403-8483. 
· Buying – Can be done, but you will need probably need help from a JTE with the purchase and insurance. Also bear in mind that every couple of years a car needs a new warranty. This can be incredibly expensive.
· License – Your International License is valid for a year. If you are American, after one year you must sit the full Japanese Driving Test. This is very difficult! Let us know if you are planning this and we will give you all the info we can.
· Winter

· SAD – Seasonal Affective Disorder
· Skiing & Boarding – Areas & Shops
· Joetsu or Urasa (Tokamachi way) – Two major ski areas in Niigata.
· Super Sports Xebio – Sanjo City (crappy), Niigata City, and Nagaoka (South of Niigata Station, next to the Route 8 bypass). Loads of ski and board gear.
· Alpen – Niigata City (near the Xebio). Less range but sometimes great stuff.
· Himaraya – Niigata City (near the Alpen and Xebio). Limited range of clothing.
· Niigata Snow Sale – Niigata Home Village (one weekend in Oct. November). Discount and season tickets available to loads of ski resorts.
Work Related Stuff

· Common events in the school calendar
· Opening ceremony – An assembly to begin the term after the summer break. The principal will make a speech. You may also be asked to give a speech at this point.
· Sports day – May be on a weekend. You may be expected to go (especially if it is you base school). You should get compensatory leave (daikyu). The students play an assortment of bizarre games.
· Ball Games – The students chose 4 ball games. The school them competes at these games for 1 or 2 days.
· School Festival – A big day of the school calendar. Each home room class organises a fund raising stall.
· Graduation – All the teachers wear black. Everyone listens to loads of speeches in the hall and the kids receive a certificate.
· Communicating with your BoE

· Municipal - Your supervisor at the BoE may not speak English, so you may have to communicate through your JTEs. Hopefully Niigata City will have a PA soon. Errol and I will offer you any advice we can.
· Prefectural – You will have a JTE supervisor at school. Otherwise, I can directly deal with the Prefectural BoE.
· Work: Etiquette, Protocol, & Enkai

· Impressions – Dress professionally and be on time – this will work wonders for you!
· Enkais – Try to go to as many enkais as you can. However, some schools are enkai crazy! So, it is fine to say you are busy. The pretty much mandatory enkais are the welcome, farewell, and forget the year, enkais. 
· RA Contact Information

· Kim Leadbeater kimmy99@hotmail.com
· Errol Packard espackard@gmail.com [image: image3.png]
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