Aimee Schroeppel-Casey
Niigata Prefecture, Japan

6/26/2009


Welcome new JET’s to Niigata Prefecture, and to the Murakami, Arakawa, Sanpoku, and Sekikawa area. In your preparation for your move to Japan, you may have researched Niigata or your particular placement. You also may have realized that there’s not too much information to be found about your small city. Niigata, or more specifically our area in the north, has a lot to offer the hiker, camper, snowboarder, or even just the scenic driver in you! You’ll find yourself twenty minutes from the Sea of Japan in one direction, and twenty minutes from a beautiful mountain range in the other. Being far from Niigata City, you might feel a bit isolated at times. On the other hand, during your visits to more populated areas, you may find yourself missing the peace and quiet of your cozy apartment in the “inaka.” Be prepared to be thrown into a classroom with very little idea of what is expected of you! It may take a few weeks, but you’ll soon discover which teaching methods work best for you and for your students. Enjoy, and feel free to contact me at any time. 
