Listening tests?  Boring!  Creative projects to assess your students

by Koichi Homma & Cindy Low (Kokusai Joho High School)

Why not try using projects to evaluate your students in addition to the conventional assessment tests?  They’re fun for both you and your students!

At Kokusai Joho High School, students are given at least one creative project a year.  Here are some of the projects that we’ve done in the last 2 years:

1. Photo Book
· Students made photo books (20-25 pages) about themselves.  Each page had to have a photo (e.g. family, friends, hometown, hobbies, etc.) and description.  

· Photo books presented in a show-and-tell.
· Evaluation based on photo book and presentation.

· Photo books to be used as part of their self-introductions during their homestay in America or Australia in spring.

2. “Sweet memories of KJ” video series

· Final project for third-graders.

· In groups of 4, students designed and filmed short video clips (3-4 minutes long) about their best memories of their high school life.  Allowed to interview teachers.

· Video clips compiled into a video series and screened during the last OC class.

· Video clips evaluated.

3. Commercials

· In groups of 3 or 4, students were assigned products (e.g. pen, knife, belt, shoes, etc.) by drawing lots.
· They had to think of new functions for their product, name it, design a commercial and act it out.

· Evaluation based on script and performance.

· Awards for best commercial and best actor/actress.
Other projects we have done include debate tournaments, plays, etc.  For plays, we divided students into groups of 4-6 and assigned each group a different genre.  All groups were given the same set of key words that had to be included in their plays.  The results were hilarious (and some incomprehensible)! 
Give your students creative projects and see their interest increase immediately.  If your school thinks that it’s a waste of time, present it as an activity that allows you to assess your students but is fun for them at the same time.  Good luck and have fun! 
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