So You Have been Asked to do an Eikaiwa…
Presenter: Mary Simmons (Nagaoka City, Oguni Town)

maryelizabethsimmons@gmail.com
I.  Things to think about 

(Teaching Ideas)

A. Your students don`t have to be there! This is not like school where they have to 

   attend. They are there out of free will. The average student will not tell you that they don`t like your class, they will just stop showing up. 

B. People are there to enjoy themselves! Your adult-aged students most likely did not have an ALT as part of their English education experience. At school, they had grammar beaten into them with a book. With this in mind, be gentle and try not to do an activity that is too difficult or too grammar intensive. In order to establish a comfortable learning environment, consider the following tips:

       1. Arrange the tables and chairs in a circle 
       2. Take a 5-10 minute break and serve some beverage from your country. 

       3. Start off with talk time that way your students can have a chance to relax. If you have a group of shy people, then maybe start off by writing a fun

         question on the board and go around the room and ask it to everyone. 

       4. Don`t correct EVERY mistake. Let some things slide. If the message was 

         conveyed, then that is communication. 

       5. If you are confused about something your student says, instead of 

         saying you don’t know or that you are confused, ask them a question 

         from the content that you just heard and let them correct it. 

  C. Don’t Talk too Much. What percentage of your time do you actually talk in eikaiwa class? The ideal suggested has been 0%. You may ask what the point is 

   of a teacher being there. Well, the students come to an eikaiwa to speak English,

   not to listen to a 25 year old university graduate talk about their life. 20% teacher talk time should be your goal! How can this be achieved?

         1. Explain games with examples that actively use students

         2. Make props

         3. Allow advanced students to keep slow students in the loop. 

         4. Decide what you are going to teach well in advance.
II. Making the Plan

    A. Survey your students. You could ask your whole class, but some students have never had any instructor as them what they want to be taught before, so it may really surprise them. Try some simple questions like, what are your hobbies? What sports do you like? You can find out what people like from there and move along. You could always ask the person who asked you to do the eikaiwa what they want you to teach. 
    B. A bunch of games strung together does not make a lesson. Choose a target each

       lesson and have all activities tie into that target. The only thing that might be 

       different would be a warm-up activity at the beginning or review from the 

       previous class. Playing a random string of games can lead to mass confusion 

       and information overload. When planning your lesson, keep in mind what you

       want your students to accomplish. For example, if the lesson focuses on the past 

       tense, ask yourself what you want to be able to do by the end. In example, 

       students will be able to say what they did this weekend using `I went`. At the 

       end, evaluate your class to see whether your goal was fulfilled. 
    C. Go with your own experiences. You are now living in Japan, so you should be 
able to recall what you need to know to make it in a foreign country.  
　　　　　　　　1. Cover the basics: 5ws and how questions, introductions, directions

                2. Cover everyday situations: bank, shopping, post office

                3. Cover culture: Teach students how to explain things like food and

                  holidays in English. This opens the door to a variety of activities. 

                4. Try a cooking lesson. I have included some recipes that you don`t 

                  need an oven, a microwave or even an oven range for. 

                4. Cover interests: sports, movies, politics, books
     D. Even the best laid lesson plans crash and burn. If this happens to you, 

        evaluate what went wrong. Was it too hard? Was it confusing? Did the 

        students feel to shy? 

III. Common Problems

A. Split level classes, i.e. student ability level differs

1. Try to focus on creating communication. If you throw in too much 

grammar or difficult vocabulary, students may get lost. Using 

gesture games or drawing activities will keep all students involved. 
2. Try to keep a bare-bones script that is easy to follow for each lesson. 

If you do this, the lower students will be able to keep up to speed and the advanced students can add their own bits of knowledge. 

3. Pair and group work. Students who do not have the confidence/skill can 

helped out by higher-level students. This also gives the higher level students a chance to gain confidence by being able to explain things to lower level students. 

4. Have a talk time at the beginning of class. Ask students what they did 

over the weekend. Before class, I usually write some simple question/phrase on the board, i.e. Are you ready for winter? It`s getting colder so be careful not to catch a cold. It`s a full moon! It catches students attention as they enter and if they do not know what it means it usually gets them talking to each other or asking me. 
5. Music! I sometimes use a music fill in the blank activity as a warm-up, especially when it relates to the intended grammar point. Listening to music gives everyone a chance to relax. Also, even your high level students probably don`t know what every word means in their favorite Queen/Carpenter/Beatles song. 
6. Comic books. At Kinokuniya in the Niigata City Love-la, they have a 

small variety of Japanese comics, i.e. Doraemon and Nana and even a 

few from abroad, i.e. Snoopy. These comics are written in English with the Japanese translation directly above. The great thing about them is 

that it`s all natural English. Even my highest level speaker struggles to understand pop culture English, so it is good for all. Simply reading the story isn’t enough, however. I usually pick out about 10-15 bits from the story and focus on teaching them as we read. The Japanese translation is there, so even the low level students can keep up and it helps higher level students understand how much English and Japanese can differ.  
          7.  Teach a little bit of culture or geography. I have a student who has been to over 60 countries. He knows a lot about foreign countries, but his English is limited　(he went on Japanese tours, so he did not need to speak English). I have done some lessons on world heritage sights or landmarks from different countries. He is able to understand from the pictures and sometimes even can explain to really advanced students. Teaching culture has been interesting and challenging even for me. 
8.  If you can, split the class in two levels. We were all going strong for our 

hour and a half together, but some of the higher level students and my boss sensed that it was quite hard to keep everyone involved, so we spilt the class into a beginner and intermediate/upper level, making each 50 minutes. We still meet as a whole for season events, i.e. Christmas. 

B. The class is too quiet. 
1. Assess the level of the activities. Are they too difficult? Easy?

2. Call students by their names. It`s the professional/caring thing to do. About a year into it realized I was confused about some people`s names, and some students were confused about each other`s names, so when a new students joined I jumped on my chance. For the warm up, I had everyone say my name is~but call me~ and then I had them make a name plate with the name they wanted to be called. 
3. Have a party. Meet on a day that isn`t class or meet in lieu of class and go to dinner, karaoke, or if your comfortable/have the space have everyone over to do some simple cooking like make sundaes. 

4. Smile. I may sound like your mother or a pageant coach, but this simple gesture lets people know you are happy to be there and enjoying yourself. Smiling makes you more approachable to shy students. 
C. It is if they are there to socialize in Japanese rather than study English
1. Try cooking something really simple, i.e. a rice cooker cake. This will make it so they have to pay some attention to at least the cooking directions and it will give them a chance to chat whilst cooking. 

2. If you can understand what they are talking about, follow along and find 

  out in what they are interested in having a conversation about so you can 

  structure the lessons to suite that. If you can`t, ask them to fill you in and this will get them using some English. 

3. You can show a short cartoon or movie and have them talk about it. If it is interesting, they will be quiet for the duration of it

4. They may be doing this because the class is too easy/difficult/the content or too boring. Try switching up your lesson format.

5. They may just want to see you and hang out with each other. If you are trying your hardest, no one is quitting but the majority of class is Japanese conversation, realize that they may just be taking it as a social hour. If that is the case, I say try cooking or movies. 

D. Explaining complex instructions

       1. If a five minute activity takes 10 minutes to explain, why bother doing it?
       2. Demonstrate rather than explain, I usually pick a high-level student to help, 

         or I explain it to one of my early comers and ask if they will help me out. 
       3. It is ok to resort to drawing pictures on the board. 

       4. I am going to admit and I sometimes cheat and write my directions in 

         Japanese and hand them out. This is a LAST resort, however. 

Debatable Questions

1. Is it ok to use Japanese? 
Sometimes you find that just from living here you may know how to say something in Japanese that even your high level students can`t say in English, i.e. Hisasshiburi! In this case, I think it is ok to say a phrase or two. 
Is it ok to resort to a dictionary? 

I think yes. When students go to foreign countries, they can use a dictionary, right? 

I try to refrain from using a dictionary, however. However, when someone asks you what the word ubiquitous means, you can say sentence after sentence, but the meaning still may not come across clearly. In this case, I say it`s ok, but have a student look it up for you. 

2. Is it ok to pass things out with a bit of Japanese translation? 

I think yes. For those of you that have studied a foreign language, you know that in the beginning there is always a bit of your own language thrown into the explanations. It moves things along sometimes so that you can focus on communication. 
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Resources that I use for stories/ideas:
Activity sites:
· This site has a lot of activities even for adults.

http://bogglesworldesl.com/
· I use this site for pictures. It is for young learners, but there so many pictures good pictures here, set-up in categories. The site is free and well-organized.

http://www.mes-english.com/ 
Reading sites:

· Click under Humor and you will find some brilliant stories, paragraph long stories that I have used over and over again. 

http://www.geocities.com/ccsnstudents/homework/read1.html
· These are Japanese stories. You may have to simplify some of the English. However, a lot of your class should know these stories already, so reading them in English would not be so intimidating. 
http://www.seekjapan.jp/article-1/766/Tales+of+Ghostly+Japan
Books:
· This book has over 160 pages of colored pictures with the English and the Japanese translation. The book is laid out by theme, i.e. family, shopping, ordering, the hospital, etc… I use this often in class. I bought it from amazon.co.jp. 
Oxford University Press. English/Japanese Picture Dictionary. New York:

Oxford University Press, 1998

· My class loves to read Doraemon comics together, so I use them from time-to-time. I mentioned this earlier in this hand-out, but these are translated into English, with the Japanese above. I bought these in Kinkouniya in Niigata City. It`s in Love-la. 
Fuji, Fujiko F. Doraemon Gadget Cat from the Future. Trans. ジャレックス

(Jyarekusu). Vol. 1-7. Tokyo, Japan: Shogakun English Comics, 2002. 
· I also use this book as it explains Japanese culture in glorious detail. I found it in Narita airport. 

JTB Publishing Inc. A Look Into Japan. Japan: JTB Publishing Inc., 1997.
· These books have many conversation examples and training for all aspects of daily life. There are four volumes of this book. The first volume is recommended for intermediate Beginner-low level intermediate. It is like Japanese for Busy People only more colorful.

Printice Hall Regents. ExpressWays. Vol. 1-4. New Jersey:Printice Hall Regents, 1996.
Song Lyric Reference Page
· This is a good site. It`s fairly pop up free.
http://www.lyrics.com/
· If I can`t find something on lyrics.com I go to this site. Pop ups may occur. 
http://www.songlyrics.com/
Reading: I would not encourage reading a long story. It is a conversation class. However, if you read a short, humorous story, it could spark conversation. Try this one:

One day, while my friend and I were traveling through Germany, we were very hungry but we didn't have a lot of money. We decided to stop at a village market to get a few groceries. I chose some cookies and went to the front counter to pay. Near the counter I saw some packaged cookies in a large bin. They looked good and were a lot cheaper than the ones I had in my hand, so I took them instead.

We left the store and looked for a place where we could eat. We found a quiet place under a tree and we ate our sandwiches first, and then the cookies. We thought they were great.

"Let's get these again," I said. "They're cheap and they really taste good."

My friend can read some German, but I can't, so I gave her the package so she could look for the brand name. She looked at it and then started to laugh.

"Why are you laughing?" I asked.

"Because they're dog biscuits!" she said.

Adapted from a first person story by M.P., taken from The Detroit News circa 1980
Taken from the website: http://www.geocities.com/ccsnstudents/homework/read1.html
Tips for reading with your class

· I usually prefer to stop after each paragraph or at any logical stopping point and make sure everyone is up to speed. I don`t give them a summary. I have them summarize it by asking them questions. I would probably stop after the part where they decided to stop at a village market to get a few groceries and ask them where the people are, what a village market is and what they wanted to buy at the village market. 

· If you are having the class read, give as many people as possible a turn to read out loud. I have some shy students who do not feel comfortable reading out-loud, so if they want me to, I read with them. 

· It is ok to read it to them. 
· For really advanced students who would not need to stop for extra explanation, try interruption- reading. Tell someone to start reading and then cut them off in the middle of sentence to change readers. It will keep them on their toes. 

· After I have read some Japanese ghost fairy tales the class has become so excited that they forget its eikaiwa and start adding onto the story in Japanese. Let this go on for a minute, then gently try to change it back into eikaiwa. 
More Reading: 

Here is another one of my favorite ones to read around August (Obon for Japanese) or October:
"Bancho sara-yashiki (The Story of Okiku)"
Okiku works as a maid at the home of the samurai Tessan Aoyama. One day while cleaning a collection of ten precious ceramic plates, which is a family treasure, she accidentally breaks one of them. The outraged Aoyama kills her and throws the corpse into an old well. Every night afterwards, Okiku's ghost rises from the well, slowly counts out nine plates and then breaks into heartrending sobs, over and over and over again, tormenting the samurai. Finally, vengeance is wrought when Aoyama goes insane.
Here is a corresponding vocabulary sheet you may or may not want to pass out if you read this. 

Vocabulary
	jochuu
女中
	maid
	hataraku
働く
	to work

	aruhi
ある日
	one day
	kahou
家宝
	family treasure

	katazukeru
かたづける
	to clean
	koukana
高価な
	precious

	touki no sara
陶器の皿
	ceramic plates
	ukkari
うっかり
	accidentally

	waru
割る
	to break
	okotta
怒った
	outraged

	korosu
殺す
	to kill
	nageru
投げる
	to throw

	shitai
死体
	corpse
	furuido
古井戸
	old well

	kazoeru
数える
	to count
	yukkuri
ゆっくり
	slowly

	hitsuuna
悲痛な
	heartrending
	kurushimeru
苦しめる
	to torment

	fukushuu
復讐
	vengeance
	ki ga kuruu
気が狂う
	insane


World Music
Please decide which country the following songs are from. If you are not sure where the country is located, please look on this map. 
	Country Choices:

A. England (イギリス)                       E. Mexico (メキシコ)
B. Ireland    (アイルランド)                F. Canada (カナダ)
C. Japan　(日本)                            G. Greece (ギリシア)
D. The United States of America (アメリカ)    H. Jamaica (ジャマイカ)


1. “Happy Birthday” 

2. “Macarena”
3. “No Woman, No Cry”
4. “Dancing with Myself”
5. a secret wrestling theme song
6. Inspector Gadget theme song

7. “Linda Linda” 
8. “Linger”
9. “Misirlou”
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Giving instructions
Sample Lesson Plan (90 minutes)
Warm-up (10 minutes)
  Try the world music quiz. If this is not your first lesson, start off by having a small 

  conversation about what you did last weekend. 
Presentation (10 minutes)
 -Pass out an instructions hand-out with key words. It is up to you which method you might like to give instructions. My example hand-out is on the next page. 
 -Bring something you can do and show students how to do it, speaking the whole time. Origami would be a safe bet. You can even try showing them a crazy human trick. For example, how to do a head stand, wiggle your eyes, do a cart-wheel, etc… It depends on the personality of your class. 

Practice (20 minutes)

 -Have the students go over the script and practice with each other using different kinds of origami. Walk around and help them. This is your chance to help some slower students catch up and teach some advanced students new words. 

Tea Time (10 minute break)

Production (30 minutes)

  -Split the students into groups, making sure each group has two students. Each group will have to think of a skill to teach everyone. If the students are stuck, offer a list of suggestions (lesson plan on next page). Have a lot of items prepared so that they can simply look and get ideas from them. Walk around and help each group. 

  -Save 10 minutes so that each group can present to the class. If the group has more than two students, please ask them to make sure everyone has a part in the presentation. This will save the group from just leaving it to the high level student to talk for everyone. 
Conclusion (10 minutes)

  -Give the students time to ask questions. 

  -Give feedback about overall lesson. 

  -Give instructions for next class. 

Your preparation for this class: 

   You never know witch skill they may want to teach, so bring paper, pens, elastic bands, string, origami paper, neck-ties, a deck of cards, Japanese games, hula hoops, etc…If this isn`t your first lesson, ask them to bring things they want to show others how to do in the lesson prior to this one. 
Giving Instructions Lesson Hand-out 
Yumi: Woah, can you show me how to make that paper hat?
Mary: Sure. First you fold the paper in half like this. 

Yumi: Like this? 

Mary: No, like this. 

Yumi: Okay. 

Mary: Then, fold the corners in like this. 

Yumi: Like this?
Mary: Yeah, ok. Finally, fold the bottom pieces up like this.

Yumi: Alright. 

Mary: Great you did it!
	Other things to ask:

· put on a yukata

· do the traditional town dance

· do that trick
· use chop sticks

· make a rice ball 
· make gyoza

· draw something

· tie a knot
· write the kanji for~

	
	Vocabulary for Explaining Order: 

· First

· Next

· Then

· Finally 


Intonation
When checking use rising intonation:

➚
Like this? 
When explaining use falling intonation:

　　➘
Like this. 

If you have a more advanced class, you could try horoscopes
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Aries: You set out with a brave heart, and want it all to happen right now. The world is your oyster, and no-one, but no-one, is going to mess with you! You can organize, and lead, and in love you're a real romantic. 
Taurus: You are peace-loving and reliable, your business will prosper and you'll be practical and tolerant. But no-one in their right mind should try and make you change yours. You are slow to anger, but if you do become angry, you are dangerous!
Gemini: You're friendly, quick-witted, and love playing with words. You can stay up with friends till all hours, or you'll try to find out about and understand the latest scientific discovery. Then, when you're tired of that, you'll move on to the next thing.

Cancer: They're as sensitive to the feelings of others as they are to their own, have creative imaginations, and they are devoted to home and family. You'll take care of ageing parents, and fight for your children against all-comers.

Leo: Leo is King of the Zodiac. His royal presence demands respect. Zodiac Lions are ready to help great and small. You will give...but you do like to be thanked. You can be badly hurt if people ignore or misunderstand you

Virgo: You study and learn as much as possible, and then put it all to good use, because you can see what needs to be done. You're not interested in glory for yourself; you just use your common sense and make sure that the job is well done. The only drawback is that you may forget to enjoy yourself at all.

Libra: You want everything to be harmonious and peaceful. You dislike anything un-pleasant, and like your surroundings to be balanced and tasteful . Most of all, you want everything to be fair. You are determined to consider a question from all sides before making a decision; then you surprise everyone with firm action. 

Scorpio: When you set your mind or heart on something, that's it. Nothing will distract you. You'll dig as deep as needs be to uncover the truth of the matter, however painful, and you’ll feel it deeply and deal with it wisely, unless you're so hurt that you lash out. 

Sagittarius: You are on a journey. Friendly and adventurous, your gaze is set firmly on the horizon and beyond. You are the original free spirit. You want to find out for yourself if the grass is greener elsewhere, and you'll look for the deeper meaning in it all. Popular and generous, full of enthusiasm, you answer to yourself and no-one else. 

Capricorn: You aspire to the heights. But you are going to get there by steady perseverance, not by leaps of intuition, nor with a burst of enthusiasm. You won't take risks, but will build your world carefully, step by step, on your own if necessary, but with a determination and stamina that will lead others to depend on you with good reason, for you will always look after your own.

Aquarius: You are probably a friend to all the world. You really care about the environment and the world at large. When it comes to getting involved though, either with people or any venture that needs commitment, you'll fade charmingly and politely, but rather vaguely, into the background.

Pisces: You love to lose yourself in the world of dreams and imagination. Super-sensitive yourself, you are tuned in to the needs of all around you, and your heart goes out to anyone in trouble. Changeable and sometimes moody, you can be a sucker for a hard luck story, and you're not only easily deceived but you can deceive yourself. You are more likely to sacrifice yourself for others than any other sign.

Palm Reading 
(20-25 minute activity)
I apologize that a hand diagram could not be provided here.
You can find a relatively good hand by using google. Just try palm reading. It works in both the image and the general search. 
A. Head Line                    long. . .easily learn many new things in life

                                short. . .be stuck in old ways

B. Life Line                     long. . .live a long life

                                short. . .live a short life
C. Love Line                    long. . .have good luck in love
                                short. . . have bad luck in love

D. Sun Line                     long. . .be rich

                                short. . . work always

E. Marriage Lines               near together. . .marry early

                                not near together. . .marry late

                                only one line. . .not get married

                                three lines. . .get married again

Using the activity: You can use this to supplement a lesson on future tense. 

      ★ Pass out the sheet and go through it with students. 

      ★ Have them make pairs or groups read each other`s palms. You will~

      ★ Go around the room after about 15 minutes and ask students about their 

        future. Will you be rich or poor? How about your love line? 

This is great for split level classes because it is easy to follow. When you go around the room and ask questions, ask the lower level students easy ones, i.e. will you be rich? You can ask the upper level students harder questions. 

The Chinese Zodiac
A: What’s your sign?

B: I’m a tiger.
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A: So you must be strong and accommodating.









What is Mary? 

Chinese zodiac.









   十二支 (junishi)

	子rat  sociable   flexible

ne     社交的　　臨機応変

      shako teki  rinki ouhen

	丑ox  sympathetic  cautious

 ushi 思いやりがある　　慎重

　 omiyari ga aru   shinchou



	寅tiger  strong-willed  accommodating                                                       tora       意志が強い　　世話好き　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　        

ishi ga tsuyoi   sewazuki

	卯　rabbit   gentle   progressive 

 　　u        穏和　　 進歩的

              onwa    shinpoteki

	辰dragon  generous  studious 

     tatsu   おおらか　勉強家

　　　　　oraka   benkyouka
	巳snake  ambitious  passionate 

   mi     前向き　　情熱的

　　      maemuki  jounetsu teki

	午horse  open-minded  active 

     uma    開放的　　行動的

　　kaihou teki   koudou teki 

　　　　　　　　　　　　　                            
	未sheep  patient  serious

hitsuji  忍耐強い   真面目

　　nintaizuyoi   majime 
	申monkey  positive  cheerful

 saru    　積極的　　明るい
　　　sekkyokuteki   akarui

	酉chicken  organized  gentle 

   tori     几帳面　　　温厚

　　　　kichouhomen  onkou 　　　　　　　　　　　　　                      
	戌dog  thoughtful  honest

  inu   思慮深い　 正直

　　shiryobukai    shojiki 
	亥boar  strong-willed  kind
        　意志が強い　親切

　　　ishi ga tsuyoi   shinsetsu


　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　                                               
Japanese Culture Jeopardy
Most people who come to your eikaiwa want to be able to explain their culture, food, traditions and way of life to you. However, we, as native speakers probably struggle explaining Japanese culture to our friends who do not know much about Japan. This game might give them some ideas as to how to do it. The rules:
 ★Decide categories and write them on the board. I usually prepare about 5-7 categories with 3-5 questions, assign points to the questions, and have 1 double points question in each category. Easy questions are worth less points. The questions are written in the form of statements, so the questions have to be answered in the form of questions. For example: (Q)This is the tallest mountain in Japan. It is a volcano. It has not erupted for many years, however. (A) What is Mt. Fuji? Put hidden double points questions randomly in each category. On the double points question, just say a word, i.e. Kyoto. Give all of the teams 1-2 minutes to think about it, write down their definition. Then go around and listen to everyone`s. The team with the best definition gets the double points. 

★ Divide the class into teams. I prefer 2-3 to a team. 
★ You choose the first question. Read it to the class. If a team thinks they know the answer, they raise their hand, or, if you were ambitious enough, they press the buzzer or bell you prepared. If they are right, they get the points and get to choose the next category by saying category name for points, i.e. Food for 20. 

★ Play until all of the questions have been answered. Make sure to give a copy of the questions to everyone after the game. Examples: 
Food
· This is a dish which is cooked at the table. Thinly sliced beef and vegetables are boiled in a stock made from soy sauce, sweet rice wine and vinegar. (sukiyaki)
Holidays
· This is January 1st. Many Japanese people eat traditional foods such as mochi and visit their local shrines to pray for blessing for the new year. (Shougatsu). 
Cities

· This is the old capital of Japan. There are many beautiful shrines and temples in it. It is a popular tourist destination. (Kyoto)
Festivals

· A long time again a prince and princess were unable to be together, so they committed suicide. On this day only, they can cross the Milky Way to meet. On this day, anyone’s wish can come true. (Tanabata, The Star Festival, July 7th).

Sports
· This is the oldest of the martial arts. Today it is practiced with bamboo swords and protective clothing. Practicing this sport trains the mind and body. (Kendo)

To make these examples, I cited: 
A Look Into Japan, detailed citation listed on the resources page

	                                                                 Hello, Goodbye  (The Beatles)
	
	

	 
	You say      (you say yes), I say     (I say no), 
You say stop (you say stop), and I say go, go, go. 
Oh no.____________________________________________ 
You say           and I say      , hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say goodbye when I say hello, hello, hello. 
I don't why you say goodbye when I say hello._____________ 
I say        (I say high), you say      (you say low). 
You say why, and I say I don't know. 
Oh no._____________________________________________ 
You      goodbye and I say hello, hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say goodbye when I say hello, hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say          when I say       ._________ 
Why, why, why, why, why, why, 
Do you say goodbye. 
       . _____________________________________________
You say goodbye and I say hello, hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say           when I say      , hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say goodbye when I say hello._________ 
You say yes (you say yes), I say no (I say no). 
I may say yes, but I may mean no, no, no. 
You say        and I say    , go, go. 
I      stay till it's time to go. 
Oh, oh no. __________________________________________
You say goodbye and I say hello, hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say          when I say hello, hello,       . 
I don't know why you say goodbye when I say hello, hello, hello. 
I don't know why you say goodbye when I say hello, hello, hello. 
Hela, heba, helloa. 
Oh, oh, oh, oh! 
Hela, hebo, helloa. 
Oh, oh, oh, oh! 
Hela, heba, helloa. 
Oh, oh, oh, oh!__________________________________________

You can use this as a fill in the blank activity for any level. For upper-level classes we talk about the meaning. I use this as an introduction to opposite lessons or expressing your opinion lessons. If you need the lyrics, go to www.beatleslyricsarchive.com
Telephone Conversation

Staff: Happy Hair. This is ~speaking. 

S: Happy Hairの～です。

Customer: Hello, I would like to make an appointment. 

C: こんにちは,カットの予約をしたいのですが。

S: What day and time would you like to make a reservation?

S:いつがよろしいですか。

C: Is this Friday at 3 p.m. available? 

C:今週の金曜日の3時は空いていますか。

S: We are full at 3 p.m.、but how about 4 p.m.?

S: 予約がいっぱいなので４時はいかがですか。
C: Ok, but I have something to do at 5:30. How long does it take? 

C:大丈夫ですが5:30から用事があります。

時間はどんなぐらいかかりますか。

S: It takes about one hour. 

S:一時間ほどかかります。

C: I see. Ok, then I will come at 4 p.m. 

C: そうですか。じゃあ4に行きます。

S: Than you. I will put you down for 4 p.m. on Friday. 

S: ありがとうございます。金曜日の4時に予約しておきます。

C: Good-bye

C:失礼します。

S: Good-bye

S:失礼します。


	
	


       Walk-in
	Staff: Hello, how may I help you? 
	S:いらっしゃいませ

	Customer: Good afternoon. Do you have any availability now? 
	C:。こんにちは。今は空いていますか。

	Staff: Right now are full, but how about 3 p.m.?
	Staff: ただ今予約がいっぱいなので3 p.m.はいかがですか。

	Customer: Yes, 3 p.m. is fine. 
	Customer:　はい、3時は大丈夫です。

	Staff: What would you like to have done today?
	Ｓ：今日はどうしますか。


In order to best use this, I say 

★ Do the demonstration with a higher level student.

★ Then have the students practice in pairs. Walk around and help people.

★ Have everyone perform. 

*To make the telephone part more effective, I usually have the people stand back to back so they can`t use gestures. 
Shopping
Most textbooks teach shopping in department stores, but few have a section on going to the grocery store. Here are examples of both:

Clothing Shop
	いらっしゃいませ
	May I help you?/ Can I help you?

	はい、～を探しています。

けっこうです。
	Yes, I am looking for a ~.

No, thank you. 

	試着してもいいですか。
	May I try it on?

May I try them on? (何着も試着するとき)

	試着室はどこですか。
	Where is the changing room?

	着心地はいかがですか。
	How does it fit?

	小さすぎます。/小さすぎるかな。

大きすぎます。/大きすぎ。

サイズはなんですか。

Mサイズ

Sサイズ

Lサイズ

LLサイズ
	It`s too small. /It looks to small.

It`s too big./ It looks too big.

What size are you?

 Medium

 Small

 Large

 Extra Large

	これ、下さい
	I`ll take it./I`ll have it. 

	ラッピングして下さい。
	Could you wrap it, please? 

	お支払いはどうされますか。

現金で

クレジットカードで

トラベラーズチェックで
	How would you like to pay?

 by cash

 by credit card

 by traveler`s check


At the supermarket

A: Excuse me. I am looking for tofu. （すみません。豆腐は探していますが。）

B: It`s in aisle 2. (アイル2にあります。)

A: I`m sorry. Did you say Q?　(よく聞こえなかったです。Qと言っていましたか。)

B: No. 2. (違います。2です。

A: And where are the bean sprouts?　(もやしはどこですか。)

B: They`re in Aisle 3.　（アイル3にあります。）

A: I`m sorry. Did you say D?　（よく聞こえなかったです。Dと言っていましたか。）

B: No. 3.　　(違います。3です。)
Preparation: Bring in some clothes for the shopping part. For at the supermarket, I use a recording some friends made of the Harashin song (~♪shi shi shi!♪)

★ Read this is a group and demonstrate with someone. 

★ Have students go into groups and practice. 

★ Have a performance for both the clothing store and the supermarket
Cooking in the classroom
Cooking works great for any level class. The lower level students can follow along if you give them a simple recipe, and even if they can`t understand, they can follow along easily as you are doing while you talk. I usually try making things on my own before I try with the class, so I can decide how to divide up the work and what words to focus on. 
Rice cooker Banana Cake
75 grams butter (バター）
2/3 cup of sugar　(砂糖)
3/4 tsp of lemon zest
1 egg　(卵)
2-3 bananas, the riper the better (バナナ)
1 3/4 cups of plain flour　
2 1/4 tsp of baking powder (ベーキングパウダー)
1/2 tsp salt　(塩)
* I like mine with chocolate chips in it, but those are optional

★ Soften the butter and cream together with sugar, egg, bananas and lemon zest using an egg beater or electric mixer. Using an electric mixer is obviously easier, but an egg beater will do.          

★ Gradually add the dry ingredients while continuing to stir the batter.                         

★ Put a small drinking glass in the middle of the rice mixer, and transfer the batter to it. Make sure to keep the glass in the middle. You can not use the glass, but it will take the cake longer to cook. You will keep the glass in there through-out the whole cooking process.                          

★ Don't worry too much about smoothing down the top, it will level out by itself as it cooks.      

★ Press the start button. When the rice cooker switches into 'warming' mode or turns off open the lid and check on the progress of your cake. Depending on the weather, your cake may cook in 1 cycle, 1.5 cycles or 2 cycles. If you want to check if it is done, prick it with a fork, skewer, toothpick or chopstick. If it comes out clean, you are done. 
Let the students make the cake! Don`t just make it for them, just give them all a recipe and say hey, Mr. Yamada, can you crack that egg please? Hey Mrs. Watanabe, can you stir, please.                                                                       *This is not an original recipe, but I did add in my own thoughts. Here is the original:

http://eatenintranslation.blogspot.com 

Other Lesson/Warm-up ideas Ideas:

	Psychological Quiz: (have students close their eyes) You are walking through a forest and an animal runs out in front of you. What animal do you see (1)? You keep walking and you come to a house. There is an animal in front of the house. What animal do you see (2)? You open the door and go inside; there is a table with chairs. How many chairs do you see (3)? There is a vase on top of the table. How many flowers are in the vase (4)? You leave the house after a little while and go back outside. You continue walking through the forest. All of the sudden, you see a wall. How tall is it and what is it made of (5)?                             

(1) This is how they see themselves.

(2) This is the type of personality their partner has. If no partner, their ideal partner has. 

(3) This is how many people are/will be in their family.

(4) This is how many loves they have had/will have in their lives.

(5) This is a problem they are facing—its height is measures the size of the problem and its materials measure how difficult/easy it will be to break down/get through the problem. 

	Private lessons: If they are lower-level, I use Expressways or the Oxford Picture Dictionary, both cited on my resources page. If they are higher-level, I may still use one or the other. However, most upper-level students just want to talk.  At first, some people are hard to talk to/get answers from, but they do not want to use a text.  So we don`t sit there awkwardly for an hour, I often use something from the reading site, or I use these cards:　www.eslpartyland.com and look for the many links to conversation cards. These are brilliant. They have a list of interesting conversation questions for almost any topic you can think of. 

	A trip to the grocery store. Some students would really get a kick out of this, but others would feel really embarrassed or not want to go. I say it depends on your class. Have them all go to the grocery store with you and explain what different things are. How to find things, the difference between the 900 kinds of miso paste available, etc… 

	Physical description adjectives: prepare a hand-out with many different adjectives to describe appearance.  Prepare pictures of famous people. Have the class describe the famous people using the adjectives. Give each person a picture and have them work out their own description. Have everyone ask questions, are they tall, short? Pretty or handsome?

	You could try playing a card game or board game. However, make sure you have a vocabulary sheet so that slower students can follow along. 


