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Creative Teaching Ideas: Focusing on Reading and Elective Classes – Natasha Anders
Reading review Activities (Can be adapted for OC Classes)

1. New Word Review
· Quick, easy and fun 

· 1st write the relevant words randomly on the board (spread them out)

· Divide the students into teams (rows are fine).

· Give each team a piece of chalk

· Play the game by calling out simple definitions of any of the words on the board. The kids race to circle the correct answer. The team with the most correct answers wins. Stamps (if you have a reward system in place) for the winning team).

2. New Word Karuta
· Some preparation required. You will be dividing the class into groups so prepare sets of cards (with the target words - or pictures if you want to use this as a simple warm up game - on them) for each group.

· Students have to grab the correct card based on the three hints you give them. (eg. “Elephant” – animal, Africa, ears).
· They are playing against other members of their group, so they grab the card that they think is correct (you have to check the answers after every round).

· The students who have the most correct answers in their groups are the winners.

3. True or False
· Make True and False cards (a set for every group/pair).

· One textbook allowed per group/pair.

· Ask them any T/F questions from whatever part of the textbook you’re currently covering.

· Students can gamble and try answering without looking in the textbook (+2 points if they’re right, -2 if they’re wrong).

· Group with the most points (obviously) wins.

4. Comprehension Crossword
· The ALT and the JTE decide if students should use their textbooks to find the answers or not.

· Explain how a crossword puzzle works. 

Option A

· Simply give them the crossword puzzle to do with the clues written below the grid.

Option B

· More challenging and aimed at honing their listening skills

· Give them the puzzle without the clues.

· The ALT or the JTE can call out the clues to the students.
5. Comprehension Word Search (can use it for vocabulary review – great for less genki classes)
· Word Search with a difference.
· Supply clues to the words they need to find (eg. “September” – the ninth month of the year) instead of the word itself.

6. Skits
· Break a story up into 3 parts and let groups/pairs of students prepare skits on the part that is assigned to them. 
· Then put the 3 groups together to perform the skit as a whole (it’s best – depending on the size of your class – to have six groups, so that the skit can be performed twice).

Ideas for OC Elective classes/Higher Level JHS and English Clubs
1. Inventions
· This project will require 3-5 classes to complete

· Randomly divide the students up into groups of 4-6 (depending on class size)

· In their group they will have to think of a funny, interesting, useful device.

· They have to think of what the device can do, what makes it extraordinary, what will it be called and how much it will be worth.

· Once they have completed the above steps (it should take them about 1 and a half classes), they will have to start thinking about advertising their product to the rest of the class.

· For the next 1 or 2 classes, they have to start scripting a commercial. Visual aids are compulsory (JTE and ALT have to supply the students with markers, paper, etc) and every member of the group has to speak.
· In the final class, they present their invention to the rest of the class by means of performing their advertisement.

2. News Articles
· This is a pretty big project and better for higher level students – but you can try it with mid-level as well, if you simplify it a lot! Great for English Club though.

· You will probably use 5 to 6 classes.
· The aim of this project is to have students reading interesting real news articles (it does not have to current). 
· Give each group a different article to work on. Make sure it is fairly easy to read – this project can be overwhelming at first.

· The first step is reading, understanding and translating. This works best if they divide the article up and each student reads and reports back his/her bit to the rest of the group.

· After they have translated their article they have to translate it back into simple English (easy enough for everybody in the class to understand).

· Then they have to work on a script for their news report. Each group member has to have a role (anchor, field reporter, witnesses, etc). 
· Give them creative license to alter the story as much as they like (as long as it still resembles their original article). 

· Visual Aids are compulsory.

3. The Mt Diamonte Project
· Check it out online at http://www.mes-english.com/vkeypals/diamonte.php
· Both JHS and SHS kids love this project.
· 4 to 6 classes

· Divide them up into groups (preferably six kids per group if you can manage that).

· Have them choose a group leader and have the leader decide on who does what episode (one episode per student – if your numbers work out, otherwise juggle it accordingly).

· First have the whole group decide on their story (it’s best to have them brainstorming in Japanese at first) 

· After they have agreed on their story they can start working on their own parts in English. 
· Give a sheet of paper for each episode and colour markers to every group as they will have to illustrate their story.

· Students then tell their stories to the rest of the class (6 minutes per group).

4. Video Message Friends
This project is perfect for OC Elective or English club because the numbers are smaller than a normal class
· Pick a number of your friends (or family if you’re planning a trip home soon. Or do this with an English Club at another school, or in another ken – if you have co-operative buddies in some far-flung place) that correspond with the number of students in your class/club.

· Write your friends’ names on slips of paper and have the kids draw the names. 

· They have to record a video message to the Mystery Person whose name they drew.

· That person in turn has to do the same, answering any questions that were asked of him/her.

· This project would work better if your students were sending messages to native English speakers or people in another country. This adds to the element of excitement.

Useful Links

http://jhsenglipediaproject.com
http://www.genkienglish.net/
http://www.eslcafe.com/
http://www.eslkidstuff.com/
http://www.thekidzpage.com/freekidsclipart/index.htm
http://www.awesomeclipartforeducators.com/ 
