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Teaching Techniques – Mini Presentation
The teaching technique I wanted to introduce was information gap. This is best explained with an introduction to the two techniques that brought it into popular teaching: the communicative approach and task based learning.

Kim Leadbeater   kimmy99@hotmail.com 
The Communicative Approach

The communicative approach (Communicative Language Technique or CLT) emphasizes communication as the means and goal of foreign language learning.

The communicative approach aims to help students use the target language in a variety of contexts. Its primary focus is to help learners create meaning rather than help them develop perfect grammar or acquire native-like pronunciation. This means that successfully learning a foreign language is assessed in terms of how learners have developed their communicative competence.

The communicative approach is usually characterized as a broad approach to teaching, rather than as a teaching method. As such, it is most often defined as a list of general principles. 
One of the most recognized of these lists is David Nunan’s (1991) five features of CLT:
1. An emphasis on learning to communicate through interaction in the target language.

2. The introduction of authentic texts into the learning situation.

3. The provision of opportunities for learners to focus, not only on language, but also on the Learning Management process.

4. An enhancement of the learner’s own personal experiences as important contributing elements to classroom learning.

5. An attempt to link classroom language learning with language activities outside the classroom.

These five principles show that the communicative approach is focused on the needs and desires of their learners. 

Under this broad umbrella definition, any teaching practice that helps students develop their communicative competence in an authentic context is deemed an acceptable and beneficial form of instruction. Therefore, in the classroom the communicative approach often takes the form of pair work and group work requiring negotiation and co-operation between learners, fluency based activities that encourage learners to develop their confidence, role plays in which students practice and develop language functions, as well as discreet use of grammar and pronunciation activities.

Classroom activities used in the communicative approach:

· Information Gap

· Role Play

· Interviews

· Games

· Language exchanges

· Surveys

· Pair work

· Learning by teaching

Criticisms of the communicative approach:

· Paying insufficient attention to the context in which teaching and learning occurs.

· The teacher may understand the student, but this may be because of first language influence rather than correct communication of the target language.
Task Based Learning
Task based learning is a language learning method popularized by N. Prabhu while working in Bangalore, India. Prabhu figured out that his students could learn language just as easily with non-linguistic problems as when they were concentrating on linguistic questions. Task based learning is widely used for language learning.
Information Gap Activities

Information Gap activities usually split the information needed to complete an activity between a pair or group. Therefore, the students must communicate with each other in order to find all the necessary information to complete the activity. There are many different levels of info gap activity. Some can be very structured, with the students using specific vocabulary and grammar to communicate information. Others can be totally unstructured with students free to draw on all or any knowledge they have of English. Structured info gap activities are easy to apply to almost any situation. Unstructured (which is my favourite) is best used with students who already have an intermediate level of English. I use unstructured info gap with high level classes, eikaiwa classes, and English clubs.

Benefits:

There are loads of benefits to using information gap activities. The main one being that it forces students to communicate in “real” English in order to complete the task. Also, the puzzle solving component can be motivating and fun for many students. I find that usually the curriculum is very tight and there is very little time at school for revision. Everyday we seem to be introducing new vocabulary and grammar to the students. With unstructured info gap, the students are able to practice their existing English knowledge. This can be satisfying as they can see the end result of putting all their English together.

Drawbacks:

The are not too many drawbacks to structured info gap, however, the more structured the activity, the more you move away from “real” communication.

As for unstructured info gap goes, one drawback is that students must have some English knowledge to draw from. Also, finding time in the curriculum to do unstructured info gap can be challenging. 
To take a step further than info gap, ideally the students would not only exchange closed information, but also their own opinions in activities. However, this requires a lot more time and a very open class. It may just hamper the flow of the class and the English Communicative aims.

I am under no illusion that these techniques alone are the answer to successful foreign language teaching. A lot depends on the school, class, teacher, teaching partner, etc… However, some of these techniques at times have proven very useful for me during my time as an ALT. I hope some of them may be of use to you!
Here are a couple of my favourite activities……
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