American Taxes
All Americans MUST file a tax return. Not doing so can result in fines, loss in the foreign earned income exclusion and even prison sentences. Here is a timeline that should help, but I claim no responsibility for misinformation or possible changes to the process. This is just an easy-to-use guide as best as I can figure out the American tax code. For the best information, please ask the American Embassy in Tokyo for guidance (http://tokyo.usembassy.gov).
	Before arriving in Japan
	Get form 8802 from the IRS. This allows you to obtain the 6166 (Residency Certificate) which is used to show you lived in the United States and are eligible for tax exemption. If you don’t get this form, you will have to pay taxes. If you didn’t receive it before you left – apply now. Special note: CIRs do not have to apply for the 6166 (so I have heard – ask your workplace).

	After arriving in Japan
	Once you have settled into your new Japanese dwelling, it’s time to turn in the 8822 which is a change of address form for the IRS. At this time your supervisor or workplace will file the Japanese tax papers for your exemption (Japanese Forms 8 and 17. You don’t need to worry about them but just for reference). 

	By June 15th late in your first year
	Taxes are due on April 15th. You will automatically get a two-month extension because you live overseas. From June 1st-15th please file the 4868 which extends filing further so you can meet the 330 day physical presence test.

	Late June, or early July depending upon your

330 days +
	Do not file your taxes until you have been in Japan for 330 days. Now you need:   1040 (long form) – Individual Tax Return
       2555EZ – Foreign Earned Income Exclusion
Fill out and send these forms with copies of your U.S. W-2 form (from any previous job that year) and your Japanese statement (called the gensen choshuhyo - it is like a Japanese W-2). The Japanese form will be in Japanese, so you must put English labels on some of the areas. If you translate the date and point out the area for gross income, it should be enough. Also include a little post-it note that says you were living in Japan during April. This will give you the automatic extension mentioned earlier. 



For additional guidance and forms, please visit the IRS website at www.irs.gov and some useful tips can be found on the Niigata website www.niigatajet.net. I think the best information on how to fill out each form is in the General Information Handbook (both in print and online) in the section about taxes. This process can be frustrating, but in subsequent years the IRS will send all the forms to your Japanese address and it becomes really easy. 
